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CHAPTER ELEVEN 
 

The Path of the Forces 
 

The Forces and the Cosmic Eggs  
The Nature of the Forces (kalāsvarūpa), verses 2-7, pages 1-3 
The Five Forces and the Cosmic Eggs, verses 8-9ab, pages 4-5 
Supreme Śiva Makes Himself Known, verses 9cd-12ab, pages 5-7 
The Four Eggs, verses 12cd-14ab, pages 7-8 

The Five Elements Pervading the Universe and Beyond, verses 14cd-21ab, pages 8-14 
Supreme Śiva and Beyond  

Supreme Śiva, the Thirty-seventh Principle, verses 21cd-22ab, pages 14-15 
The Undefinable Thirty-eighth Principle, verses 22cd-23ab, pages 15-16 
From the Thirty-sixth to the Thirty-eighth Principle and Back, verses 23cd-28, pages 16-28 

The Five Forces and the Five Elements 
The Sensations of Smell, Taste and Sight Spanning the Tattvas up to Māyā and Touch Beyond to the 

Supreme Light, verses 29-32, pages 28-33 
The Energies of the Five Forces in relation to the Five Elements, verses 33-34ab, pages 33-34 

The Divisions of the Paths 
The Division into Three Principles, verses 34cd-36, page 34-35 
The Division into Nine Principles, verses 37-38ab, pages 36 
Countless Initiations According to the Divisions of the Path, verses 38cd-42ab, pages 36-42 
The Six Paths, Three Objective, Three Subjective, verses 42cd-43, pages 42-43 

The Process of Differentiation of the Phonemes (varṇabhedakrama)  
The Subjective Paths of Pada and Mantra, verses 44-47, pages 43-45 
The Path of the Phonemes, verses 48-50cd, pages 46-47 
The Contents of the Six Paths, verses 50ef-53, pages 48-52 
The Path of Mantra Within the Subject, verses 54-57ab, pages 52-54 
The Path of Pada as the Means of Knowledge, verses 57cd-59, pages 55-56 
The Paths of the Forces, Principles and Worlds in the Domain of Objectivity, verses 60-61, pages 56-57 
The Path of the Phonemes in Pure Cognitive Consciousness, verses 62-65ab, pages 57-59 

Phonemic Consciousness 
Phonemic Consciousness as the Ground of Linguistic Conventions, verses 65cd-70ab (65cd-70), pages 

59-65 
The Numinous Aggregate of Letters as the Source of the Phenomenal Ones, verses 71cd-73  

(71-73ab), pages 65-67 
Varṇa as Noetic Consciousness (pramā), the Ground of Language, verses 74-76 (73cd-76ab), pages 67-69 
Aesthetic Delight Heightened by the Development of Phonemic Consciousness,  

verses 77 (76cd-77ab), page 69 
Merger of Linguistic Convention into Creative Intuition – Pratibhā, verses 78-80 (77cd-80ab), pages 69-

71 
The Power of the Phonemes, verses 81-82 (80cd-82ab), pages 71-73 
The Purification of the Six Paths of Noetic Consciousness, Subject, Object and Means of Knowledge, verses 

83-85 (82cd-85ab), pages 73-75 
Purification and Purifying Mantras 

Six Stages in the Process of Purification, verses 86-87ab (85cd-86), pages 75-78 
The Application of the Purifying Mantras of the Anuttara Trika, verses 87cd-93ab (87-92), pages 78-83 

A Description of the Power that Sustains Everything (sarvādhāraśaktinirūpaṇa), verses 93cd-118ab (93-117), 
pages 83-98 
Everything Appears Within Śiva Like a Reflection or Image in a Dream or Notion of the Mind; it is 

Inscrutable Formless Consciousness, verses 93cd-105ab (93-104cd), pages 83-91 
The Relationship Between the Sustainer and the Sustained, verses 105cd-107ab (105-106), pages 91-92 
Śakti is the Sustaining Ground (ādhārikā), verses 107cd-110ab (107-109), pages 92-94 
All Things, Including Time and Space, are Manifestations Within Śiva, verses 110cd-112ab (110-111), 

pages 94-95 
Moments (kṣaṇa) Do Not Exist, verses 112cd-115ab (112-114), pages 95-97 



By His Freedom, Śiva Can Manifest What Does Not Exist, All is One With Him, 
  verses 115cd-118ab (115-117), pages 97-98 
 

 
CHAPTER TWELVE 

 
The Application of the Path of the Forces and  

the Rest (kalādyadhvādhvopayogaḥ)  
 
The Cosmic Body 

The Path is Within Both the Parts of the Body and the Components of the Rite, verses 2-3, pages 99-100 
The Contemplation of Nonduality (abhedabhāvanā), verse 4, pages 100-102 
View the Body as Containing the Paths, the Abode of the Pulse of Time and Space, and All the Deities, 

verses 5-6, pages 102-103 
The Body and Every Component of the Rite is Full of All Things and All the Deities. Offering to Them is 

True Inner Worship, Meditation and Liberation, verses 7-11, pages 103-104 
The Observance of the Pure Vow of Equality, verses 12-13, pages 104-108 
Worship and the Rest Neither Enjoined nor Prohibited, verses 14-16ab, pages 108-109 
Consumption of the Sacrificial Substance Wherever the Mind is Propitious, verses 16cd-18ab, pages 109-110 
The Reduction of Doubt (kampahrāsa)  

The Consumption of Kaula Sacrificial Substances, verses 18cd-25, pages 111-120 
 
 

CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
 
The Descents of Power and Obscuration (śaktipātatirohitī) 
The Superiority of Śaivism with respect to the Sāṃkhya and other Schools, verse 3, page 122 
The Existence of Unmanifest Nature, verses 3-4, pages 122-125 
Insentient Māyā Stimulated by the Lord to Assume its Creative State, verses 5-6, pages 125-126 
Why is the Experience Born of Karma not Generated for Liberated Souls also? How can Karma be Destroyed? 

verses 7-15, pages 127-133 
Ignorance and Knowledge 

The Nature of Ignorance, verses 16-17ab, page 134 
Ignorance as Total Absence of Knowledge is Refuted, verses 17cd-18ab, pages 134-135 
Ignorance as the Antecedent Absence of Knowledge is Refuted, verses 18cd-22, pages 135-137 
Refutation of the View that Ignorance is the Destruction of Prior Knowledge, verse 23, pages 137-138 
False Knowledge and the Production of Karma, verse 24, pages 138-139 
Is Ignorance a Cause When Karma Generates its Consequences?  Or Does the Consequence Originate from 

Karma if Ignorance Exists? verses 25-31, pages 139-142 
The Sāṃkhyā Says That the Absence of Insight (adarśana) Stimulates Fundamental Nature (pradhāna), 

verses 32-34, pages 142-144 
Liberating Separation from Nature, verses 35-36, pages 144-146 
Ignorance Cannot be Logically Justified from the Sāṃkhyā Point of View, verses 37-41ab, pages 146-149 

The Nature of Impurity etc. (malādīnāṃ tattvam)  
The Existence of Ignorance cannot be Explained, verses 41cd-49, pages 149-156 
Positing the Existence of a Binding Power of Impurity is not a Solution, verses 50-51ab, pages 156-157 
The Descent of the Power of Grace Takes Place to the Degree this Binding Power Decreases. This Concept 

of Impurity is Untenable, verses 51cd-53, pages 157-158 
Hard to Account for the Destruction of Impurity from Dualist Point of View, verses 54-58, pages 158-161 
Liberation Cannot be Explained by the Paralysis of the Binding Power of Impurity, verses 59-61, pages 

161-164 
Arguments to Establish that Impurity (mala) Cannot Exist Independently, verses 62-65, pages 164-166 

Karma, its Nature, Operation, and Elimination 
Karma Cannot be Blocked by the Balancing of Karmas (karmasāmya), verses 66-73, pages 167-172 
The Lord Does Not Wait for a Special Moment for Karmas to Balance Out to Block Karma, verses 74-77ab, 

pages 172-174 
Karma, Craving and Latent Traces of Karma Are Not the Cause of the Variety of the Universe, verse 77cd, 

pages 174-175 



All the Reasons Advanced as the Cause of the Soul’s Bondage are Untenable, verses 80-101, pages 175-187 
The Power of the Descent of Grace, verse 102, page 187 
Śiva Out of His Own Free Will Binds and Liberates Himself verses, 103-114ab, pages 188-194 
Śiva’s Grace 

Śiva’s Grace is Independent of Māyā, Karma or Impurity, verses 114cd-116ab, pages 194-195 
Śiva is the Cause of Grace and Freely Manifests the Degrees of Grace, verses 116cd-117ab pages 195-196 
The Fruit of Grace is One and Independent of Any Factors for Those Who Aspire to Liberation; Not So for 

Those Who Also Desire Worldly Benefits, verses 117cd-120ab, pages 196-198 
By Virtue of His Freedom the Lord both Obscures and Liberates Himself. He is Both Worldly Enjoyment 

and Liberation, verses 120cd-125, pages 198-200 
Impurity has No Absolute Existence and Cannot Sully the Self, verses 126-127cd, page 201 
According to Vidyādhipati, Grace is by the Lord’s Free Will Alone, verses 127ef-128, pages 201-202 

The Varieties of the Descent of the Power of Grace (śaktipātavicitratā), verses 129-132ab (129cd-132), pages 202-
204 
The Intense Descents of the Power of Grace verse 129, page 204 
The Power of Intuition (pratibhā), verse 130-131, pages 205-206 
The Teacher and Disciple, verses 132cd-133 (133-134ab), pages 206-207 
The Self-created (svayaṃbhū) Teacher, verses 134cd-135ab, page 208 
The Stabilization of Unsteady Understanding, verses 135cd-137, pages 208-210 
The Greater the Power of Intuition (pratibhā), the Greater the Teacher, verses 138-139, pages 210-211 
Initiation and the Like Not Needed for One on the Path of Intuition, verses 140-141, page 211 
Direct Initiation by the Goddess and Self Purification, verses 142-145, pages 211-214 
Pratibhā, Intelligence and Imagination, verses 146-187cd, pages 214-239 
One View: A Teacher is Required for Kāmya Rites, verses 147-148, pages 216-217 
According to the Trīśikāśāstra, Spontaneous (sāṃsiddhika) Insight (vijñāna) is the Highest Initiation and 

Insight is its True Nature, verses 149-155, pages 217-220 
Intuition (pratibhā) is the Supreme Means to Realization, verses 156-159, pages 220-222 
By the Study of the Tantrāloka Intuitive Consciousness is Attained and One Becomes a Teacher, verse 160, 

pages 222-223 
Disciples with Mild Grace Depend on Others, verses 161-163ab, pages 223-224 
Discrimination (viveka) Bestows Knowledge Born of Intuition (prātibha), the Supreme Grace that 

Liberates Oneself and Others, verses 163cd-167ab, pages 225-227 
Liberation Can be Attained by Both Intuition and Initiation, verses 167cd-169 pages 227-229 
Discernment and Discrimination 

The Discernment of Discrimination (viveka) and its Object, verses 170-172, pages 229-231 
The Teacher’s Instruction is a Source of Intuitive Knowledge Brightened by the Practice of Yoga, Ritual 

and Mantra, verses 173-176, pages 231-233 
Discrimination (viveka) Beyond the Senses becomes Insight (vivecana) Leading to the Knowledge of Trika. 

Established in That, Abandon All Other Knowledge, 
verses 177-179ab, pages 233-234 

The Yogi Acquires Siddhis by This Discrimination or, if He is Indifferent to Them, He is Liberated in 
This Life and Liberates Others, verses 179cd-187ab, pages 235-239 

The Lower Form of Mind and Intellect is Binding. Merged into Consciousness, They Are the Source of 
Liberating Discrimination, verses 187cd-191, pages 239-243 

Discrimination, verse 192ab, pages 243-244 
The Intellect is Binding, verses 192cd-193ab, page 244 
Initiation and Intuitive Knowledge, verses 193cd-196, pages 244-246 
Source of Knowledge that Remove Doubt are Direct Experience, the Teacher and Scripture,  

verses 197-198, pages 246-248 
The Degrees of Grace 

Immediate Realization and Other Fruits of Varying Degrees of Grace, verses 199-203, pages 248-249 
Abhinavagupta’s Explanation, verses 204-209, pages 250-254 
The Intense Descents of the Power of Grace, verses 210-241ab, pages 255-276 

The Intensely Intense Descent of the Power of Grace, verses 210-211, pages 255-258 
The Moderately Intense Descent of the Power of Grace, verses 212-217, pages 258-262 
The Mildly Intense Descent of the Power of Grace, verses 218-241ab, pages 262-276 

The Moderate Descents of the Power of Grace, verses 240cd-245ab, pages 276-278 
The Mild Descents of the Power of Grace, verses 245cd-246ab, pages 279-280 



Another Interpretation of the Mālinīvijayottara, verses 246cd- 254ab, pages 280-284 
Proof of the Independence (of Grace from Personal Effort) (anapekṣitvasiddhi) 

Supreme Grace is the Direct Experience of the Light of the Self. At all Levels, Grace Depends Solely on 
Śiva’s Will, verses 254cd-257ab, pages 284-286 

Repetition of Mantra and the Like is Not Binding Karma, verses 257cd-263, pages 286-289 
The Lord Obscures Himself by the Craving of the Soul and Releases Himself by Nourishing His 

Subjectivity, verses 264-268ab, pages 289-291 
The Levels and Manner Grace Operates 

Viṣṇu and the Like Are Limited Forms of Deity and so Bestow Only Limited Grace by Śiva’s Power Within 
Them, verses 268cd-271ab, pages 292-293 

The Ascent Through the Seven Levels of Subjectivity by the Power of Discrimination Aroused by Grace, 
verses 271cd-276ab, pages 293-295 

Grace removes the Impurity of Ignorance and illumines Śiva, verses 276cd-280ab, pages 296-298 
The Grace of Conversion, verses 280cd-283ab, pages 298-299 
Grace is Independent of all Worldly Causes, verses 283cd-287ab, pages 299-302 
The Devotion Vaiṣṇavites Experience Comes from Śiva Indirectly, verses 287cd- 289, pages 303-304 
No Specific Time and Cause of Grace, 290-295ab, pages 304-307 
Four Grades of Initiates According to the Intensity of Grace, verses 295cd-300ab, pages 307-309 

Revelation and Obscuration, Higher and Lower Traditions 
The Hierarchy of Śaiva Scriptures and Traditions, verses 300cd-307, pages 310-317 
True and False Teachers, verses 308-310, pages 317-320 
The Variety of Forms of Obscuration (tirobhāvavicitratā), verse 311, page 320 
The Teacher should Withdraw his Knowledge from an Unworthy Disciple, verses 312-314ab, pages 320-

322 
Vaiṣṇavas and Others Governed by Vāmā and Obscured by Śiva Remain as they are, verses 314cd-317ab, 

pages 322-323 
A Vaiṣṇava Should Not Mix His Teachings with Śaiva Ones, verses 17cd-320ab, pages 323-324 
Teachers of Higher Traditions Have Authority in the Lower Ones, Teachers of Lower Traditions Should 

Not Arrogate a Higher Status, verses 320cd-326, pages 324-325 
Knowledge: Its Attainment and Liberation 

Knowledge Is of Three Kinds: Acquired by Hearing, Cogitation and Meditation, verse 327, pages 326-329 
Yoga Bestows Accomplishments, Knowledge Liberation. Both May Operate Together, but Knowledge is 

Superior, verses 328-333ab, pages 329-333 
The Teacher to Adopt, verses 334-342, pages 333-337 
The Value of Learning from Many Teachers, verses 343-349ab, pages 337-339 
The Hierarchy of Teachers, verses 346cd-347ab, pages 339-340 
One Should Avoid Inferior Teachers and Those Who Are Not Authorized to Teach Higher Scriptures, verses 

349cd-355, pages 341-343 
Grace Impels One to Seek Higher Scriptures and Their Teachers, verse 356, page 343 
Manner Of Converting from Lower Traditions to Higher Taught only in Higher Śaiva Scriptures, verses 

357-359, pages 343-344 
Lower Teachings Taught to Viṣṇu and the Others as They Are Incapable of Grasping the Śaiva Ones, verses 

360-361, pages 345-346 
 

 
CHAPTER FOURTEEN 

 
A Preamble to the Rite of Initiation (dīkṣopakramaṇam) 

 
The Removal of Obscuration (tirobhāvavyapagama) verse 1cd, pages 347-349 
The Lord Acts in Accord with the Constraints of Karma and Necessity or Independently, verses 1cd-5ab, page 350 
The Lord Obscures Himself by the Power of Necessity; by Abandoning Karma He is Free of Obscuration, verses 

5cd-7ab, pages 350 
Both the Illumined and Obscured May Hide Their State, verses 7cd-9ab, pages 350-352 
According to Vidyādhipati, the Initiates who Abandon the Path are not Properly Illumined; Those who are Never 

Fall, verses 9cd-12, pages 352-353 
The Hypocrite is Averse to the Behaviour of the Awakened, verse 13, pages 353-354 
Obscuration, like Grace, is Due to the Lord’s Will, not Karma, verses 14-17, pages 354-356 



The Obscuration of the Transgression of the Pledges, verses 18ab-23, pages 356-358 
Fulfilment by Knowledge (jñānena paripūrṇatā) 
The Freedom of the Agency of Consciousness is its Śiva Nature. The Liberated Perform Śiva’s Five Tasks of 

Creation etc., verses 24-30, pages 359-362 
Manipulation of the Vital Breath and Magic are Deluding, verses 31-32ab, page 362 
The Futility of Yogic Suicide (utkrāntyanupayogitva), verses 32cd-42ab, pages 362-375 
Conclusion: One Who is Free of Thought is Free in This Very Life, verses 42cd-46, pages 375-378 
 

Appendices to Volume Seven 
 

Appendix to Chapter Eleven: Kalādīkṣā. Svacchandatantra Chapter Four, pages 379-388 
Appendix to Chapter Twelve: Chapter Twenty-one of the Fourth Ṣaṭka of the Jayadrathayāmala, called 

Kālikulapaṭala, pages 388-402 
Kṣemarāja Concerning Initiation, pages 403-429 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


